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JANUARY WORSHIP CALENDAR 

Worship will be live streamed on Sundays at 

9:30: www.facebook.com/BeverlySecond. Join 

us as we continue our faith journey into the 

New Year. 

 

 3       2nd Sunday after Christmas 

          Sacrament of Holy Communion 

          Sermon: Rev. Dr. Peter-Michael Preble 

 

10     1st Sunday after Epiphany 

          Sermon:  Rev. Preble 

          Scripture:  Mark 1:4-11 

          “Defining Moments” 

 

17     2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

          Sermon:  Rev. Preble 

 

24      3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

           Sermon:  Rev. Preble 

 

31      4th Sunday after Epiphany 

           Sermon:  Rev. Wendy Linares 

           Scripture:  Matthew 31-40 

           “Dear Anonymous” 

 

 

 

 

 

THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

During January the Church Spire will be 
illumined in loving memory of Louise & 
Samuel Hansbury, by their daughter  
Susan Nichols. 

FELLOWSHIP CONTINUES 

Coffee Hours continue on Tuesday morn-
ings (10-11) and Afternoon Tea Thursdays 
(4-5).  To receive weekly email invites and 
join in the fellowship, contact the church 
office at:  
parishadmin@beverlysecond.com  
or phone Mary Jane Clark at 
978.922.5722.  

 
2021 OFFERING ENVELOPES 

Offering envelopes for those who request-
ed them for the new year may be picked 
up from table inside handicap entrance at 
the church or mailed to your home if you 
prefer.  Simply contact Mary Jane Clark in 
church office. 

THE UPPER ROOM 

You are invited to join Christians through-
out the world in deepening your faith jour-
ney, reading daily devotions in The Upper 
Room booklet.   Contact Mary Jane Clark 
in church office (supply limited) to have 
one mailed to your home.  “Those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  
They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint.  (Isaiah 40:31) 

 

about:blank
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 "This is the word of the LORD, who opened a way in the sea, a path through mighty waters. Stop dwell-

ing on past events and brooding over days gone by. I am about to do something new; this moment it will 

unfold. Can you not perceive it? Even through the wilderness I shall make a way, and paths in the barren 

desert."  Isaiah 43:16, 18-19 

I posted the Scripture passage from Isaiah this morning on my Facebook feed, and it started me think-

ing about this idea of dwelling on “past events.” Taking stock of one’s past is not always a bad idea. Part 

of the Compline service is an examination of the day, a looking back over the things done, and those 

things left undone. We do this not from the perspective of brooding or wringing of one’s hands but ra-

ther to set the stage for the coming day. 

Although I am glad to see the back of 2020, there were some highlights for me. In March, I ended a 

ministry with a Congregation that I had grown to love over the previous year and a half, and I began a 

new ministry. When I accepted the call, I had no idea that my very first Sunday would be the first Sun-

day of suspended worship at the start of this pandemic. It certainly has been a different ministry, that is 

for sure. In April, my wife Nicky, and I welcomed the birth of our daughter Oonagh. Again, not the way 

we had planned it, but she was born healthy, and that is all we could have hoped for. 

There were also some down periods; I lost a good friend to COVID and several other family members. I 

will cherish my memories of each of them, and they will remain in my heart. We have had to grieve so 

much this past year that grief has become part of who we are. But at the end of the day, we are still 

here, and although we grieve those we have lost, we are happy just to be alive. 

But thankfully, Isaiah does not leave us there for the promises that God is “about to do something 

new.” I have no idea what that “new” thing is, but it gives me hope. 

I believe that one of the “new” things God is working on is a revival in his church. I don’t mean a tent 

revival of old, but COVID has required us to think of new ways to be the church in the ever-changing 

landscape that has become our daily lives. The church has been called out from the building and into 

the world in vastly different ways, ways that we still have not even begun to understand. The church 

and how we minister have forever changed, and I do not think it is terrible. 

But because God is God, I am sure there will be other “new” things on the horizon. 

I am not one to make resolutions in the New Year, mostly because I have already forgotten them by the 

end of January. But I will resolve to be open to those “new” things that God will do. I will be open to 

“new” directions in life and in ministry. God is calling us to “new” and exciting things, and our task is to 

be open to his calling and his leading. 

Prayer for a New Year - Eternal God, your everlasting mercy rises new in the morning of another year. 

Give us grace to arise with Christ who is our morning light. In this new year of our life's journey, may we 

walk by faith in him, and with a willing spirit preserve to the end; through the same Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen.  (Book of Common Order, Church of Scotland) 

Blessings and Peace, 

Rev. Dr. Peter Preble       

Message from our Interim Senior Minister—Rev. Dr. Peter-Michael Preble 
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Hello, Friends!   
 
Well, we made it to the New Year.  Let's take a collective deep breath as we move into 2021.  I 
hope this finds you and yours starting off the new year in good health. If this pandemic has shown 
us anything, it has emphasized the true blessing of good health. 
 
I know that some of you who are reading this are struggling in many ways. Even though we are not 
in close in-person community, we certainly have the ability to hold one another in prayer.  I contin-
ue to hold our beloved community in prayer and trust that we are all doing the best we can in our 
own ways, to support one another. 
 
A dear Elf, ( Gail Pease) helped me to shop for treats so we could fill 18 stockings for folks in our 
church family who have not been able to be with us, even long before the pandemic. We had fun 
filling the Christmas stockings and delivering them before Christmas Day. The recipients were so 
happy !  
 
If you are in need of support, or know of anyone who needs emotional or spiritual support , or just 
someone to talk to, please let me know. I am here for you. A chaplain is first and foremost a pres-
ence, and a good listener. We don't " have the answers " or "solve the problem " if there is one, but 
we can show up. And we can listen. Sometimes listening is the best we can do, and sometimes lis-
tening is what is needed most. 
 
I have found that my role as chaplain has also involved jumping in when someone in our commu-
nity needs medication to be picked up for them. Sometimes it's being on the other end of the 
phone when someone needs to vent. Sometimes it has involved taking an older person to the doc-
tor. Sometimes we have cried together and many times we have laughed together. Chaplaining is a 
mixed bag, but one that is life giving on my end.  
 
A very special moment recently was when I was contacted by the family of a member of our church 
community. Their loved one died in early summer and I had the honor of presiding over the social-
ly distanced graveside service. They wondered if it would be possible for me to go to the gravesite 
and read some letters and share some artwork that members of the family would send.  
I was so moved at the request and of course said yes. So a few days before Christmas, I made my 
way to the gravesite and per the families wishes I was able to lay an arrangement graveside and I 
was able to speak to their beloved right there and even share the grandchildren's artwork.  Honest-
ly, it was the best part of my Christmas this year. The sun was setting, it was a cold day, but the 
warmth my heart felt is beyond anything I can explain. As the sky turned from gray, to pink and or-
ange as the sun was setting, the world felt right and peaceful.  
 
May each of you go into the new year knowing you are loved beyond measure. May you each find 
peace in knowing that you do not walk this journey of life alone. God is with us.  
 
Warmest Regards, Rev. Wendy 
 
Email       wendylinares60@gmail.com      
Phone     508 451 7585 

 
 

     Message from Chaplain:  Wendy Linares 

mailto:wendylinares60@gmail.com


  

 

 

Prudential Board Report—Mac Donaldson 

 
 
Below is a summary of our key financials as reported in the November Treasurer’s Report: 

 
YTD Actuals  YTD Budget  Difference 

 
Total Budget Income  $219,364  $294,403  -$75,039 
       
Total Pledge Receipts    $123,350  $125,564  -$2,214 
   
Total Budget Expenses $225,256  $266,000  -$40,744 
 
Total Income less Expenses    -$5,892  $28,403 
 

 

Current year pledges took another jump in November, and at the end of the month we were actually 

ahead of budget, going in to year-end. We only need another $6,000 to reach our annual current year 

pledge budget by the end of December. Hopefully, folks will be able to put a little something in the Christ-

mas envelopes that were recently mailed out as well. 

Based on the income/expense curve we have been on recently, there were no real surprises in the  

November financials. Clearly income will come in below budget for the total year, but so will expenses.  

At this point, we expect to come close to breaking even, thanks in large part to the PPP loan we obtained. 

So, 2020’s financial news is probably starting to feel a little time-worn now, especially since the recent 

vote to approve our 2021 budget. On behalf of the entire Finance Team, I would like to thank everyone in 

the congregation for your ongoing confidence in the work we have been doing. We have tried hard to be 

disciplined and thoughtful during these crazy times, although occasionally it has felt like we were throw-

ing darts at a blank wall! 

I would also like to extend thanks to the members of the Finance Team for their focus, energy and perse-

verance, especially over the past 3 months. These folks include Dale Earl, Doug Marquart, Roger Moulton, 

Peg Round and Dave Varga, with ongoing consultations by Reverend Peter. We all look forward to a 

better year ahead. 
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 Central Board News and Notes: 

 

  

 

 
 

December was busy with preparation related to the annual Budget Meeting. The Board 
worked with the Finance Team to complete an approved budget to bring to the congregation 
for a vote. Throughout the fall months, we had also been discussing the potential sale of the 
parsonage. The Central Board voted in November to recommend selling the property and to 
place this issue in the call for the December congregational meeting. Both the Proposed 
2021 Budget and the proposal to sell the parsonage were approved at the Budget Meeting. 
We thank the Finance Team for the long hours of work on the budget, a difficult task of  
making assumptions with so many unknowns in 2021. 
  
Now with the budget approved, we will soon be posting the position of Christian Education 
Coordinator and looking into finding someone to assist with live streaming our services and 
to support other technology needs. 
  
Looking ahead, the Central Board will be working more closely with all our current working 
Teams to improve communications and clarify the roles of each group. The Central Board 
had established a liaison from the board to each team and invited the teams to a fall meeting 
to hear about what they were doing and request input for the 2021 budget. Communications 
have been much more difficult in this virtual world we now deal with each day and we are 
looking at best practices for how decisions are made (per our bylaws) and keeping everyone 
informed quickly. Having lived with our new bylaws for well over a year, we plan to take a 
close look at potential amendments that may smooth our processes. We welcome any  
suggestions or offers of help.   
  
We are also aware that the Search Committee is hard at work preparing our Church Profile, 
the first step in finding a new settled pastor for SCC. We look forward to reviewing and  
approving the updated version before it is posted in the coming weeks. 
  
The next scheduled meeting of the Central Board is Tuesday, January 19, 2021 at 6:30 p.m. 
via Zoom. If you are a non-board member who would like to attend, we will be glad to send 
you the link by e-mail at your request (drearl@comcast.net). 
  
Agendas and minutes of Central Board meetings, Congregational meetings, and many other 
church documents are stored on this website: https://bev2board.weebly.com/ 

mailto:drearl@comcast.net
https://bev2board.weebly.com/
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Knitting Notes 

 
 
 
 

Wishing everyone a Happy 
Healthy 2021.  It will get better 
and we will be able to meet soon 
 
 
Ruth Moran 

 

 

 

 

 

Calling all women in the church family & 
extended church family join us ! 

 
 Wednesday, December 13th from 6:30pm— 8:30pm  

 for Spirited Women 
(link for Zoom gathering will be e-mailed that day) 

 
 
Spirited Women will be meeting virtually as we have been, on Wed Jan 13 th at 6:30 -8 :00 pm. 
The subject will be " Books."  If you've read a good book and you'd be willing to share some-
thing about it please do so that evening ....( but don't give away the ending!) 
 
If you haven't read anything lately, that's ok! Join us and get some good tips on things you might 
want to read this winter.  
 
See you then!  Warmly, Wendy 
 

 
Hello Church Families, 
 
We hope you had a wonderful Christmas and are  
enjoying the break from school! 
 
In January we will be playing Bible Games. 
 
Sunday January 10th Bible Bingo 
Sunday January 24th Bible True or False 
Sunday January 31st Bible Race 
 
All virtual classes will meet at 11 am on zoom in  
January 
 
If you have any questions please reach out to Diana on 
Facebook or at DLHT4227@GMAIL.COM 

mailto:DLHT4227@GMAIL.COM
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